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Dear Friends and Supporters: 

First, I would like to thank all of you who have so warmly welcomed me into my new position. The thought of 

returning to my home area 39 years after first serving with Land of Lincoln as a summer intern has been more 

meaningful to me than I would have ever imagined. Thank you for all your good wishes and support. 

In her introduction to our last Annual Report a few days after the November 2016 elections, Lois Wood 

acknowledged that it was hard at that moment to find encouraging words. But she did. She reminded us of 

Land of Lincoln’s accomplishments, the support we have received from our funders, and the strength of our 

relationship with the private bar. She also challenged us to stay true to the vision we all share, that the  

people we serve “should have access to justice, income security, adequate housing, quality education, 

health care, safety from violence and exploitation, and the opportunity to improve their own lives.” 

Now, almost a year later, Lois has retired, moving into a part-time role of extraordinary resource and advisor.  

I have succeeded her as executive director. The transition has been relatively smooth so far, thanks largely to 

Lois’ generous sharing of her wisdom and judgment, and to a skilled management team and administrative staff that have worked hard 

to help their new director learn the ropes. 

We still face challenges. The President has proposed zero funding for the Legal Services Corporation, our largest funder, and has also  

proposed elimination of Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) funding, which we had hoped would help support our domestic violence 

advocacy during 2018. Some of our funders have had to cut back on the funding they can provide. 

But we have stayed true to the vision. We continue to serve the civil legal needs of the poor and elderly. In 2016, our attorneys and  

paralegals, together with our pro bono and private bar panel members, served over 9,700 clients, including 645 cases in which clients 

were represented by private attorneys. 

Our supporters have also stayed true to the vision. 2016 was the second year of our three-year Bringing Justice Home campaigns, led  

primarily by private attorney committees, which have already achieved pledges and gifts of over $2.7 million. We are deeply grateful to 

all of you who have supported our efforts so strongly, making it possible for us to sustain our services without cutbacks during the past two 

years and hopefully throughout 2018. 

I want to also acknowledge everyone who worked so hard and so successfully for a state appropriation for legal aid, after two years 

without funding. 

It has been both humbling and inspiring to see so much dedication to our mission from our private bar partners and supporters, our Board 

members, our funders, our staff, and members of the larger community. With such support, we cannot fail. 

Last year Lois Wood made a promise: “Land of Lincoln will survive, and in partnership with the private bar, we will continue to represent 

clients with passion and with the highest quality legal work, in ways that will have the most positive impact on our clients.” I commit myself 

to that promise as well. And why that promise?  Because as Dr. Martin Luther King once said, “We...will not be satisified until justice rolls 

down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.” 

Thank you for helping us make a difference in the lives of our clients. Thank you for all you do for the low-income and elderly residents of 

central and southern Illinois. 

         Sincerely, 

 

         Michael Ferry 

         Executive Director 



Our Clients 

Any identifying information has been changed to protect the confidentiality of our clients. 

Brandy is a disabled elderly woman, who, after living for several years in an assisted living facility, needed the extra care of 

a nursing home. She had recently moved into a nursing home, and knew that her care would be covered by Medicaid, as 

she had been approved and received Medicaid for several years. Brandy relied on her son to handle her financial issues. 

Out of the blue, her son received a notice from the nursing home that she owed the facility almost $60,000.  The facility 

staff advised Brandy’s son that Brandy was not on Medicaid. Failure to pay would result in Brandy being discharged from 

the facility. Her son came to Land of Lincoln for help. Our attorney investigated the matter and found that Brandy had 

been terminated from Medicaid without being sent any notice. Our attorney was able to reestablish Brandy’s Medicaid 

with no lapse in coverage. Brandy’s past due amount was now covered by Medicaid, and she was able to stay in the  

nursing home without fear of being discharged for lack of payment.  

Mike, a father of one came to us for legal help regarding his minor son. There was no formal custody arrangement  

between Mike and the boy’s mother, and he lived at each house equally. However, the condition at the boy’s 

mother’s house soon deteriorated and both the police and a social service agency got involved. Soon after their 

involvement, she threatened Mike and her son. Our attorney helped Mike get an order of protection, and also filed 

for custody. The court awarded Mike custody (now known as parenting responsibility) and supervised visitation by 

the mother (now known as parenting time). Mike’s son now lives in a stable environment, and he is safe when  

visiting his mother.  

Land of Lincoln helped Linda, an employed mother of two, who came to us for assistance regarding the foreclosure of her 
home. She fell behind on her mortgage payments due to severe health issues. When the foreclosure was filed, she  
originally represented herself. Her case was assigned to the county’s mandatory foreclosure mediation program. She was 
unable to attend, because her employer refused to give her any additional time off work. Her case was terminated from 
mediation, and went back to the judicial foreclosure docket. Our attorney represented her in court and asked that her 
case be sent back to mediation. The court granted our attorney’s request and the case was sent back to mediation. Our 
attorney spent over 1 ½ years representing the client in mediation, and after 19 months the servicer finally approved the 
client for a loan modification to save her home. The foreclosure case was dismissed, and Linda and her children remain 
safely in their home, no longer at risk of homelessness.     



Our Pro Bono Attorneys 

CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE | Jeanne Aubuchon • Jennifer Behme • Gary Bement • Thomas Benedict • Willliam Berry • Curtis Blood • Larry Brockman • Pearson Bush • Don Collins • Ryan  

Connor • Ashley Cook • Bruce Cook • Charles Courtney • Heather Dabler • Brad Denney • Jayni Desai • James Donovan • Van-Lear Eckert • Carla Ehlers • M. Caitlin Embrich • John English • 

William Enyart • Alan Farris • Cheryl Fisher • Brian Flynn • Patrick Foley • Brent Gaines • Anthony Garvalia • Michael Garavalia • Kelly Garrett Hicks • Megan Gilbreth • Roza Gossage • David 

Guymon • Andrew Hardge • Mary Hatch • Beth Heaton • Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker • Kevin Hoerner • Dustin Hudson • P. Johnson • Francine Johnston • John Johnston • Chet Kelly • Kevin 

Kubitschek • Dominic Kujawa • Jill Laux Schubert • Elaine LeChien • John Lee • Natalie Lorenz • Gary Mack • Brian Manion • Alana Mejias • James Mendillo • Arthur Morris • Terry Neubauer • 

Megan Nolan • Terrence O’Leary • Susan Parnell Wilson • Terry Peebles • Kimberley Power • Phillip Rice • Sara Rice • Mike Rousseau • Michelle Sabin • Russell Scott • Gregory Shevlin  

• Christopher Smith • Amy Spector • Robert Sprague • James Stiehl • William Stiehl • Paul Storment • Guice Strong • Tim Stubblefield • Judith Trentman-Wilson • Kristi Vetri • Dennis Watkins •  

StanWeller  • Misty Wuebbels | EASTERN REGIONAL OFFICE | Curtis Anderson • J. Ayres • Tammy Baer • Judy Baker • Bradley Barber • Catherine Barbercheck • Edwin Barney • Kirsten Bays  

• Ellen Beattie • Chad Beckett • J. Beckett • George Bell • Anna Benjamin • Hallie Bezner • Evan Bruno • Thomas Bruno • Tony Bruno • Ellyn Bullock • Pamela Burnside • Esther Cha • Joseph 

Chamley • Kerry Clapper • Kevin Colombo •         Jeffrey Davis • Scott Dempsey • Kaye Dent • 

Charles Devens • Emma Dorantes • Thomas         Drysdale • William Easton • Deborah Feinen  

• Robert Finch • Kristen Fischer • John Foltz • Daniel Fossier • Kelly Freed • Tara Grabarczyk • Helen  

Grandone • James Green • Janet Grove •    Andrew Hall • Marjorie   Harris • Kent Heller • John Hensley • 

Mia Hernandez • Brent Holmes • Jason Hortenstine • Liya Hussmann Rogers • Robert Jacobson • James 

Jankowicz • Fred Johnson • Jerry Johnson • Jessica Jolly • Carlton Kagawa • Arthur Kapella • Mark 

Karpus • Richard Kash, Jr.  • Robert Keller • Brett Kepley • Brian King • Jennifer Koebele • Ronald 

Langacker • Doug Lawlyes • Ellen Lee • Stephen LeSueur • Todd Lichtenberger • Bryce Lynch •  

Roger Marsh • John McFetridge • Bryan McIntyre • Rana Meents • Thomas Mellen • Charles  

Mockbee • Cynthia   Morgan • Madison Mullady- Winter • Faruq Nelson • Stephen O’Byrne • Alyx 

Parker • Leon Parker • Matthew Peek • William Peithmann • Brian Pondenis • Dustin Probst •  

Marilyn Resch • Twila Russell-Orr • Kevin Schneider •   Joseph Schroeder • William Scott • Barbara  

lanker • Kristin Solberg • David Steigmann • Lott Thomas • William Thomas • William Townsley • 

Heath Uppencamp • Rebecca Wade • Andrew Weatherford • Barbara Webber • Suzanne Wells • 

Paul Wieck • Hannah Wince • Janett Winter-Black • Ruth Wyman • Frank Young | NORTHERN REGIONAL 

OFFICE | James Brinkoetter • Bradford Bucklin •   Roland Cross • Carl Draper • Kelli Gordon • Daniel 

Kepner • Timothy Shay • James Zachry |          SOUTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE | Carla Aikens •  

J. Ayres • Jason Barnhart • John Brewster •  Amanda Burton • Esther Cha • John Chullen • Tania  

Cullison • Diana Douglas • Douglas Dyhrkopp •   William Easton • Edward Eytalis •Andrew Flynn • 

Joseph Ghibaudy • Larry Gibson • Amanda Gott • Melissa Greathouse• Maria Hafford • Celeste  

Hanlin • L. Hanson • Neal Heflin • Scott   Hendricks • Jessica Hudspeth • Chelsey Hurn • D. Kessler •  

Letisha Luecking Orlet •  Teresa Machiaco-Hopkins • Mark Maclin • Vito Mastrangelo • Brian Merrell  

• Gary Milone • Leslie Peters • David Piercy • Cheryl Powell • Janet Proctor • E. Randolph • Gerald Reed • Peggy Reiman • Rebecca Reinhardt • Robert Roth • Diane Speir • Jeanne Stich • 

Paige Strawn • Sarah Taylor • Jennifer Thompson • Anna Vick • Edwina Warner • Julie Webb • Penelope Westwater • Robert Wilson • Barbara Woodcock • Bartley Zuber | WESTERN REGIONAL 

OFFICE | Bruce Alford • Bradley Allen • Laura Andrews • William Asa • Brenda Baum • Leonard Berg • Michele Berkel • William Berry • Deborah Besserman • Betsy Bier • Alisha Biesinger • John 

Bitzer • Lawrence Blickhan • Paul Bloomer • Shannon Bradford • Talmadge Brenner • Joseph Brown, Jr. • Bridget Buckley • Kathy Buckley • Ellen Burford • Rene Butler • Ryan Byers • Elizabeth 

Carrion • Mark Cassens • Julia Chaney-Faughn • Dustin Clark • Edward Clark • Larry Clark • Zachary Clark • Deborah Cobb • Tanja Cook • Jack Cranley • Katherine Daniels • John Delaney • 

Michael Diaz • Kurt Dittmer • Angela Donohoo • Christopher Donohoo • Tony Dos Santos • Alicia Downs • James Drazen • Ellar Duff • David Fahrenkamp • Walker Filbert • Derek Filcoff • 

George Filcoff • Greg Flatt • Janel Freeman • Jared Giuffre • Nick Graham • Tim Graham • Melissa Greathouse • Donald Groshong • Craig Grummel • John Hauk • Teri Havron • Deborah  

Hawkins • Elizabeth Hayaski • Christine Heinsz • Keith Hill • Michael Hollahan • Ebony Huddleston • Mark Humphrey • Eric Icenogle • Sara Ingram • Billie Johnson • Jennifer Johnson • Christine 

Kovach • Kyle Lane • Robert Larson • Scott Larson • Paul Lauber • Thomas Leeper • John Leonard • Bonnie Levo • Laef Lorton • Dustin Maguire • Mary Massa • Julia Matoesian • Jeffrey 

McDonald • Christopher Mendenhall • Russell Meyer • Andy Miofsky • Stephen Morris • Ian Murphy • Todd Neilson • Ryan Parker • Alok Patel • Gary Pinter • Donna Polinske • Alan Pretnar • 

John Raffaelle • Kaitlyn Rausch • Joseph Reames • Edmond Rees • Erin Reilly • Nicholas Rober • Casey Schnack • Ryan Schnack • Christopher Scholz • Scott Schultz • David Shaw • Jennifer 

Shaw • Barbara Sherer • Amy Sholar • Todd Sivia • Tom Speedie • Randall Steele • Gale Stipes • Kristen Strieker • Nathan Sturycz • Marleen Suarez • Michael Swanson• Lawrence Taliana • Julia 

Tracy • Elliott Turpin • Roni VanAusdall • Gina Verticchio • Suzanne Vogel • Robert Watson • Jeffrey Weishaupt • Michael Wesley • Timothy Wessel • Brock Willeford • Mary Williams • Jennifer 

Winking • Kendra Wolters • Leslie Wood • Dennis Woodworth • Rick Zimmerman 

Our Pro Bono Attorneys Help Clients like Tiffany... 

 

A 19-year old woman with a mental disability received  

notice that her Supplemental Security Income (SSI)  

benefits were terminated.  Due to her disability, she had 

received SSI from an early age.  She will never be able to 

work due to her condition.  She was referred to one of our 

pro bono attorneys who filed an appeal of her SSI  

termination, and litigated the case at an administrative 

hearing.  Our attorney provided evidence that her  

condition had not improved.  Her SSI was reinstated, and 

she now has income to spend on her day-to-day needs. 



Our Impact 

Family Safety & Stability  3,937 

Orders of Protection, Divorce, Custody,  

Guardianship, Education 

Housing    1,924 

Rental, Homeownership 

Elder Law    1,787 

Elder Abuse, Financial Exploitation,  

Investigation and Enforcement of Rights and  

Quality of Care Issues for  Nursing Home  

Residents, Advanced Directives and Wills 

Consumer Protection   1,109 

Consumer Fraud, Illegal Debt Collection,  

Bankruptcy 

Health & Income Security     938 

Medicare, Medicaid, SSDI, SSI, Employment 

Land of Lincoln Staff and Pro Bono Attorneys 

closed nearly 10,000 cases in 2016. 

2016 Cases Closed 

Our Mission 

To provide low-income and senior residents of central and  

southern Illinois with high quality legal services in order to  

obtain and maintain their basic human needs.  Through advice, 

representation, advocacy, education, and collaboration we seek: 

 • to achieve justice for those whose voices might otherwise   

                not be heard; 

 • to empower individuals to advocate for themselves; and, 

 • to make positive changes in the communities we serve. 

Our Vision 

We believe all people of central and 

southern Illinois should have  

access to justice, income security,  

adequate housing, quality  

education, healthcare, safety from 

violence and exploitation, and the 

opportunity to improve their own lives. 
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Our Financials 

EXPENDITURES  

Program Services   $ 7,637,693 

Management & General $ 1,158,734 

Fundraising    $      94,353 

Total Expenditures   $ 8,890,780 

REVENUE 

Grants     $ 6,968,613 

Reimbursements          $      28,450 

Interest & Dividends        $      28,628 

Cy Pres Awards    $    417,088 

Contributions    $    632,205 

In-Kind Donations    $    714,041 

Contract Services    $    129,659 

Total Contributions & Revenue  $ 8,918,684 

REVENUE 
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Thank you to our donors who supported Land of Lincoln in 2016. 
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...And thank you to our donors who have supported Land of Lincoln in 2017*. 
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Our Institutional Funders 

AgeSmart Community Resources 

Alton Woman’s Home Association 

Americorps VISTA - Equal Justice Works 

Area Agency on Aging for Lincolnland 

Carle Foundation Hospital 

Coles Cumberland Bar Association 

East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging 

Illinois Bar Foundation 

Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority 

Illinois Department on Aging 

Illinois Department of Children & Family Services 

Illinois Department of Human Services 

Illinois Equal Justice Foundation 

Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois 

Legal Services Corporation 

Madison County Community Mental Health Board 

Midland Area Agency on Aging 

Office of the Attorney General of Illinois 

Public Interest Law Initiative 

Saint Clair County Health Department 

Saint Clair County Intergovernmental Grants 

Southern Illinois Healthcare 

Southern Illinois School of Medicine—HIV Care Connect 

Southern Illinois School of Medicine—Medical-Legal Partnership 

United Way of Greater St. Louis 

United Way of Greater St. Louis—Southwest Illinois Division 

United Way of Greater St. Louis—Tri-Cities Area Division 

Thank you to the institutional funders who supported Land of Lincoln in 2016. 
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Springfield 
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Dear Friends and Supporters: 

Thank You! 

It has been an honor to work over the years with so many of the people who will read this report. This is not a good-bye 

note as I hope to see many of you again as we continue to work together for equal justice in Illinois. But I do want to 

thank and acknowledge all of you for being a part of the equal justice movement and for playing a key role in Land of 

Lincoln’s work. 

Clients.  You have been my inspiration and my source of energy - from the first client I served in 1973, an elderly woman 

being wrongfully evicted from her public housing home; to the final client I served in 2003 before becoming Executive 

Director, a victim of a predatory lender. You have entrusted me with helping solve your most critical legal problems, you 

have worked alongside me to help solve them, and you have often worked with us in the community so others will not 

have to face the same urgent legal problems that you did. 

Legal Aid Staff Members.  You have lent your energy, your creativity and your determination to meeting the legal needs 

of the poor. You have done this at considerable personal sacrifice, working at modest salaries and often under the shadow of large student debt. And you 

have been fun to work with - from brainstorming sessions to mentoring to potlucks! 

Board Members.  Little did I know when I became Executive Director that one of the very most enjoyable parts of this new job would be working with our Board 

of Directors.  A few of you I had known for years – others I met for the first time after your appointment or election.  You have been a source of great ideas, as 

well as great leadership.  Never once have I been refused when I called a potential board member to ask if they would be interested in an appointment.  And 

never once have I been refused when I asked a board member for help.  

Private Bar.  When I became a staff attorney in East St. Louis in 1974, our office rarely worked with the private bar, except for those serving on our Board.  That 

has changed dramatically, and the partnership that has developed with the private bar has been transformative for Land of Lincoln.  When legal aid funding 

has been at risk of elimination, it was you who lent your power and prestige to saving federal and state funding. When it became apparent that the need was 

far greater than could be met by program staff, it was you who volunteered to help meet that need.   

In more recent years, private bar leaders have come together repeatedly during fundraising campaigns, to not only donate generously to our work, but to ask 

their fellow lawyers to do the same.  Your financial support has sustained our services throughout the 65 counties we serve. 

Judiciary.  The Supreme Court of Illinois has been a leader in the struggle for equal justice.  The Court authorized add-on fees to attorney registration to support 

our work. It required private attorneys to report their pro bono service and their contributions to legal aid on the annual registration form, as an encouragement 

for such work.  It has convened summits on Equal Access to Justice and Pro Bono, always with a view to moving forward and improvement.  And the Circuit 

Courts have also been deeply involved, as they have established mediation and self-help programs and formed pro bono committees.  

Funders.  You have worked tirelessly to find sources of support for our work, and have passed those funds on to us in a spirit of partnership.  You have  

encouraged us to improve our work and have been willing to fund initiatives to help us do so.  In recent years you have enabled us to expand our services for 

victims of domestic violence and homebuyers facing foreclosure, and most recently for veterans and those facing barriers to employment.  

Thank You. It’s been my privilege to work with all of you. 

             Sincerely, 

 

             Lois Wood 
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